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The Siege and Destruction of Jerusalem by the Romans Under the Command of Titus, A.D. 70. 

This is the title of the following 1848 oil painting by the Scottish artist, David Roberts: 
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About this Painting 

Artist:  David Roberts (1796-1864).   

Date: 1848.    

Medium: Oil on Canvas, 9 X 14 feet.    

Attribution: David Roberts, Public domain, via Wikimedia Commons.  

Based on the color lithograph by Louis Haghe (1806-1885).   

Note: A panoramic view of Jerusalem’s destruction from the perspective of the Mount of Olives to 

the east of the city.  

 

Please note that this is NOT what one would actually have seen from the Mount of Olives in AD 70. 

It is an imagined scene — involving considerable artistic license!  

The temple and its courts are to the left. This is not an accurate depiction of their actual structure.  

On the right, billows of smoke rise to obscure much of the sky.  

In the right foreground, Roman soldiers mass on the hilltop along with prisoners and booty. 

Note that, although the city’s appearance here is fictitious, Roberts was familiar with the surrounding terrain and 

the city walls from his visit to Jerusalem in 1839. 

 

The dates sometimes given for the siege of Jerusalem are: 

14th April to 8th September of the year 70. 

The siege therefore lasted almost 5 months. 

 

The Jewish historian Flavius Josephus (37 to ca. 100 AD) wrote a detailed account of the Jewish-Roman War.  

The following are from his work, The Jewish War, written ca. 75 AD. 

They relate to the last month of the city’s siege: 

1. The Temple is consumed by fire on 10th Lous (= 10th Av) — probably 10th August: 

Josephus notes twice (in 6.4.5 / 6.250 and 6.4.8 / 6.268) that this was the anniversary of the burning of the 

First Temple by the Babylonians in 586 BC.1 

Josephus (in 6.5.1 / 6.275) provides an eyewitness account of the destruction, the fire, and the noise: 

You would indeed have thought that the temple-hill was boiling over from its base, being 

everywhere one mass of flame, but yet that the stream of blood was more copious than the 

flames …  

2. Jerusalem is sacked and set ablaze on 8th Gorpaeus (= 8th Elul) — 28 days after 10th Lous: 

The Romans now command the whole city and plant their ensigns on the towers.  

All Jerusalem is in flames (6.8.5 / 6.407). 

 
1 Sources and Notes: 
1. Josephus’ works can be found online on the Christian Classics Ethereal Library (CCEL) website:  

https://www.ccel.org/ccel/josephus/complete.toc.html.  
This website employs the traditional (Whiston) sectioning of The Jewish War: 6.4.5 means Book 6, Chapter 4, Paragraph 5. 

2. Livius.org website: Chronology of the Jewish War, 66-70: 
https://www.livius.org/articles/concept/roman-jewish-wars/roman-jewish-wars-5/. 

3. The citation in point one above is from The Jewish War. Translated by Henry St. John Thackeray.  
Original source: The 1928 Loeb Classical Library edition of Josephus, Volume 3 (of 9): The Jewish War, Books 4 – 7. 
6.275 means Book 6, Section 275 in this Greek-English (Loeb) edition of the War. 
This corresponds with 6.5.1 in the system devised by William Whiston in his 1737 translation of the work. 
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Scripture references pertaining to the 70 AD fall of Jerusalem  

Bible Version 
Unless otherwise indicated, all Scripture quotations are taken from the Berean Standard Bible. 
The Holy Bible, Berean Standard Bible, BSB is produced in cooperation with Bible Hub, Discovery Bible, OpenBible.com,  
and the Berean Bible Translation Committee.  This text of God’s Word has been dedicated to the public domain. 

 

(Note: All underlining of Scripture quotations for emphasis has been added by the author.)  

 

 

Daniel 9:25-26 (my translation): 
25 “Know and understand this: From the issuing of the decree to restore and rebuild Jerusalem 

until the coming of Messiah the Prince there will be seven weeks and sixty-two weeks.  

The city will be rebuilt with plaza and moat, even in troublous times.  
26 Then after the sixty-two weeks Messiah will be cut off and have nothing. The people of the 

coming prince will destroy the city and the sanctuary. Its end will come like a flood, and until  

the end there will be war; desolations are decreed.”  

[“The people of the coming prince” refers to the Roman legions under Titus.]  

 

Mathew 22:7: 

“The king was enraged, and he sent his troops to destroy those murderers and burn their city.” 

 

Matthew 24:1-3: 
1 As Jesus left the temple and was walking away, His disciples came up to Him to point out its 

buildings. 
2 “Do you see all these things?” He replied. “Truly I tell you, not one stone here will be left on 

another; every one will be thrown down.” 
3 While Jesus was sitting on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to Him privately.  

“Tell us,” they said, “when will these things happen, and what will be the sign of Your coming 

and of the end of the age?” 

 

Luke 19:27: 

“‘And these enemies of mine who were unwilling for me to rule over them, bring them here and 

slay them in front of me.’” 

 

Luke 19:41-44: 
41 As Jesus approached Jerusalem and saw the city, He wept over it 42 and said, “If only you had 

known on this day what would bring you peace! But now it is hidden from your eyes.  
43 For the days will come upon you when your enemies will barricade you and surround you and 

hem you in on every side.  
44 They will level you to the ground — you and the children within your walls. They will not leave 

one stone on another, because you did not recognize the time of your visitation from God.” 
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Luke 21:20-22: 
20 But when you see Jerusalem surrounded by armies, you will know that her desolation is near.  
21 Then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains, let those in the city get out, and let 

those in the country stay out of the city.  
22 For these are the days of vengeance, to fulfill all that is written. 

 

Luke 23:28-31: 
28 But Jesus turned to them and said, “Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for Me, but weep  

for yourselves and for your children.  
29 Look, the days are coming when people will say, ‘Blessed are the barren women, the wombs 

that never bore, and breasts that never nursed!’  
30 At that time ‘they will say to the mountains, “Fall on us!” and to the hills, “Cover us!”’  
31 For if men do these things while the tree is green, what will happen when it is dry?” 

 

Acts 2:19: 

I will show wonders in the heavens above and signs on the earth below, blood and fire and 

billows of smoke. 

 

Hebrews 12:26-27: 
26 At that time His voice shook the earth, but now He has promised, “Once more I will shake not 

only the earth, but heaven as well.” 
27 The words “Once more” signify the removal of what can be shaken — that is, created things 

— so that the unshakable may remain. 

 

2 Peter 3:10-12: 
10 But the Day of the Lord will come like a thief. The heavens will disappear with a roar, the 

elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and its works will be laid bare.  

11 Since everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind of people ought you to be? You ought 

to conduct yourselves in holiness and godliness 12 as you anticipate and hasten the coming of the 

day of God, when the heavens will be destroyed by fire and the elements will melt in the heat. 

 

Revelation 6:15-17: 
15 Then the kings of the earth, the nobles, the commanders, the rich, the mighty, and every slave 

and free man hid in the caves and among the rocks of the mountains.  
16 And they said to the mountains and the rocks, “Fall on us and hide us from the face of the One 

seated on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb.  
17 For the great day of Their wrath has come, and who is able to withstand it?” 

[Compare this with Luke 23:28-31, cited above — Jesus’ words to the women of Jerusalem.]  

 

https://www.tblz.org/bible/revelation-6.php#15
https://www.tblz.org/bible/revelation-6.php#16
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Revelation 9:5, 10: 
5 The locusts were not given power to kill them, but only to torment them for five months, …  

10 They had tails with stingers like scorpions, which had the power to injure people for five 

months. 

 

Revelation 18:8-10: 
8 “Therefore her plagues will come in one day — death and grief and famine — and she will be 

consumed by fire, for mighty is the Lord God who judges her.”  

9 Then the kings of the earth who committed sexual immorality and lived in luxury with her will 

weep and wail at the sight of the smoke rising from the fire that consumes her.  
10 In fear of her torment, they will stand at a distance and cry out:  

“Woe, woe to the great city, the mighty city of Babylon!  

For in a single hour your judgment has come.” 

[John helpfully identifies who this “great city” is — see Revelation 11:8.] 


